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22 April 2017
The Rt Hon ------ 


Dear Minister,
Report Stage: Higher Education and Research Bill 
Amendment: International students and staff
[Introduce yourself and contextualise your concerns.]
Our world-renowned art, design and creative media higher education sector is a key driver of innovation both in the UK and globally. Creative higher education also plays a significant role the UK’s global prestige and ‘soft power’. Our member institutions also make a major contribution to regional and well as national economies. 
As we are sure you will be aware, the Higher Education and Research Bill is currently in ‘ping pong’ and likely to be considered this week prior to the dissolution on 6 June. The matter is, therefore, urgent. 
[bookmark: __DdeLink__822_2030030472]We would like to draw your attention to Lord Hannay’s proposed amendment to the Higher Education and Research Bill:
After Clause 85 
Lord Hannay of Chiswick, Baroness Royall of Blaisdon, Baroness Garden of Frognal, Lord Patten of Barnes 
Insert the following new Clause— 
“Students and academic staff at higher education providers
(1) The Secretary of State has a duty to encourage international students to attend higher education providers covered by this Act, and UKRI must take every possible opportunity to encourage and facilitate the maximum co-operation between British higher education and research establishments and those based outside the UK, in particular with projects and programmes funded by the European Union. 
(2) The Secretary of State shall ensure that no student, either undergraduate or postgraduate, who has received an offer to study at such a higher education provider, be treated for public policy purposes as a long term migrant to the UK, for the duration of their studies at such an establishment.
(3) Persons, who are not British citizens, who receive an offer to study as an undergraduate or postgraduate, or who receive an offer of employment as a member of academic staff at a higher education provider, shall not, in respect of that course of study, or that employment, be subject to more restrictive immigration controls or conditions than were in force for a person in their position on the day on which this Act was passed.”
CHEAD and its member institutions share the concerns of the Education Select Committee Inquiry into the potential impact of Brexit on UK Higher Education – and on art, design and creative media research and education in particular. We strongly support Lord Hannay’s proposed amendment. 
We are sure you will be familiar with the very positive statistics relating to the contribution of the creative industries to the UK economy but we would draw your attention also to evidence of the significant impact of EU and overseas students on the UK economy: 
· In 2014–15, spending by international students supported 206,600 jobs in university towns and cities across the UK. In total, in 2014–15, on-and off-campus spending by international students and their visitors generated a knock-on impact of £25.8 billion in gross output in the UK. In 2014–15 they were responsible for £10.8 billion of UK export earnings.
· The number of EU students applying for the first admissions cycle for the 2017/18 academic year in Britain has fallen by 9% this year whilst numbers for our key competitors in the global HE market are rising. Many of our competitors, including the USA, Australia, Singapore and China are investing resources and optimising environment in order to improve overseas student recruitment. 
· The Education Select Committee inquiry has also pointed to widespread concern and uncertainty as to how the UK’s exit from the European Union will impact the country’s higher education institutions. 
· It is less well-known that UK arts and humanities research actually outperforms STEM in terms of international prestige and citations. 
It is also generally agreed that the British public’s perception of international students is overwhelmingly positive:  
· A ComRes poll for UUK found that 75% who expressed a view would like to see the same number, or more, international students in the UK and 81% agree that international students have a positive impact on local economies and towns in which they study. 
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We very much hope that you will support the continued success of British art, design and creative media research and education through supporting this amendment and, in particular, the removal of international students from the net migration statistics. 
Yours faithfully,





The Council for Higher Education in Art & Design (CHEAD) is the representative body for the art and design higher education sector in the UK. Its mission is to contribute to the development of the Art and Design community, its standing and stature as well as its engagement with the outside world.
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